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Head of Service editorial from Mary Smith 
As we head rapidly towards the end of term, we are pleased to share some key service information with 

you. You will note the link to our annual school’s survey – please do let us have your feedback; it is 

important to us.  

As many of you may know, Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) put Children and Young People’s 

Occupational Therapy and Speech and Language Therapy Services out to tender at the beginning of the 

year. We are delighted to announce that HCT has been awarded the contract to provide an Integrated 

Children and Young People’s Therapies for the next five years - this is a great achievement! The 

partnership of HCC, East & North Herts CCG and Herts Valley CCG in the commissioning of OT and SLT 

services means that the new integrated service specification will be implemented for all children and 

families living in Hertfordshire. We will build on our existing high quality of service and implement some 

exciting new innovations, which include delivery of a 3-Tier Service delivery model within OT and SLT, and 

piloting new integrated referral processes and initial assessment options. We will keep you updated as we 

mobilise and launch our integrated service from Sept 2019. 

 

Early Talk is a group intervention 

designed by the Speech and Language 

Therapy service, and delivered by 

Early Support staff in Hertfordshire 

Family Centres.  Children aged 18-30 

months, and at the early stages of 

talking attend with their 

parents.  Over the 6 weekly sessions, 

parents learn different strategies and 

activities they can use with their child 

to promote the development of 

communication skills.  Please see the 

attached flyer for more information 

and how parents can register their 

interest in attending. I have already 

used many of the techniques in Language 

Builders to help children, not only with 

SLCN but with a wide range of other 

communication and SEN  

Hertfordshire Visual Coding 

As part of our role in supporting Southfield School and its 

pupils, the Speech and Language Therapy Team has produced 

an Hertfordshire Visual Coding Display. We are currently 

working with Southfield to support its staff and pupils with 

Visual Coding and will be delivering bitesize training to staff.  

Southfield is incorporating integrated visual coding into each 

of its classrooms to support with the children’s language and 

to scaffold literacy lessons.  
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We want to hear from you… 

Each year we encourage schools to share their feedback with us on the support they have received 

from our service. We are now seeking feedback on the provision during this academic year. The 

survey should take around 15 minutes to complete and we really do appreciate your thoughts and 

suggestions. Please click on the link below to access the survey. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6Z3NLCH 

Learning from the themes of last year’s survey we: 

·         Are prioritising time for completing initial assessments for children newly referred and to 

provide the therapy required for children with EHCPs 

·         Continue to offer schools the opportunity for a planning and liaison meeting with their link 

therapist every term 

·         Have been trialling the option to email EHCP review reports with identified Special Schools – 

any special schools who are still interested can get in touch with us to take part 

·         Have added links to online resources to our early years drop in reports, helping nurseries and 

preschool settings to find high quality SLCN materials quickly and easily 

 

 
TRAINING 

We are now using Eventbrite for all of our 

training courses. Please see attached flyers 

for information on our Autumn courses and 

log on to book your space. We are running: 

-Word Aware 

-Elklan 

-Promoting Communication 

-SLCN Workshops: English as an additional 

language, Making Language Visible and 

Linking Language with Learning 

Please note most of our venues do not have 

free parking facilities so you are likely to 

have to pay for parking within a public car 

park nearby.  

 

 

Looking for inspiration? 
 
The Literacy Trust has some great ideas on 
using children’s interests to motivate them in 
literacy, whether it’s Strictly, the Great British 
Bake off or Pokemon! Just click on the link 
below. 
 
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/craze-
month-using-latest-trends-promote-literacy/# 
 
 
 

 

SENCO MEETINGS 

Did you know that any schools can receive a 

termly planning or liaison meeting with their link 

SLT? If you haven’t already met with your Link SLT 

then get in touch with them to book ahead for 

the Autumn Term. If you are unsure of whom 

your Link SLT is, then contact us and you can be 

directed to the Team Lead for your area. 
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